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Abstract
This academic article aimed to analyze the phenomenon of news coverage regarding
monks’ misconduct through social media. This had become a major factor reflecting the crisis

of declining faith in contemporary society. Currently, television and digital platforms such as
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Facebook and YouTube continuously report on scandalous incidents. Television and digital
platforms such as Facebook and YouTube had continuously reported on scandalous incidents.
In particular, cases that severely impacted public sentiment, such as news of inappropriate
relationships between laypeople and high-ranking Buddhist monks, were serious concerns.
These phenomena not only damaged the beautiful image of the monastic institution but also
shook overall faith in the Triple Gem. The ripple effect of news coverage had created a rift in
faith, dividing Buddhists into two groups: 1) those with profound spiritual understanding who
could distinguish between the "essence of Buddhism" and "individual misconduct," and
2) those lacking this knowledge and immunity, who might become disillusioned and ultimately
abandon the religion. Therefore, the problems that had arisen served as a warning sign for the
monks’ community to reconsider reforming their practices, adhering to the principle of
"Supatipanno," or being a person who practices well and righteously, in order to maintain
themselves as a true example and spiritual refuge. Therefore, upholding Buddhism in this era
was not merely about protecting its reputation, but about strengthening the "spiritual
immunity" of the people, so that Buddhists could have a correct understanding of the Dharma
and Vinaya, and used their wisdom to distinguish between what was external and what was

pure, leading to the steadfastness and prosperity of Buddhism for generations to come.
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