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Abstract

This study aims to investigate and propose guidelines for innovations in teaching
social studies in the digital era. It focuses on teaching models and effective digital tools to
develop learners’ learning processes, enhance vital 21°" century skills, and cultivate active,
critical, and responsible digital citizenship in democratic society. Using documentary research
approach, the documents and literature on digital learning, constructivism, digital citizenship,
and educational technology integration frameworks were analyzed to synthesize
the academic conceptual framework for social studies instruction in the contemporary
context. The findings indicated that digital technology transformations have impacted social
studies instruction in various aspects: opportunities and challenges. Learning innovations,
such as digital-based inquiry, games and simulations, project-based learning, online
collaborative platforms, and digital assessment, play a significant role in enhancing learner
engagement and connecting learning content with contemporary social contexts.
These innovations enhance learners' critical thinking, communication, and complex problem-
solving skills. However, the success of social studies instruction in the digital age still depends
on teachers’ readiness and digital competency. Therefore, technology selection must align
with learning objectives while addressing disparities in resource access. The meaningful
integration is not only the adoption of new tools but also a pedagogical paradigm shift aimed
at developing critical and socially responsible digital citizens. To achieve this, sustained

policy support and continuous professional development are essential.

Keywords: Teaching Innovations; Social Studies; Digital-Age Education; Digital Citizens;

Technology Integration
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