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Title: Local Election System: Problems and Reform Proposals

Researcher: Dr. Prajak Kongkirati

The study aims to examine the problems related to local politics and local
elections, and consider causes of those problems. The study reviews international
case studies to devise guidelines for the reform of local elections in Thailand. The
study concludes that the current problems and causes of problems in local elections
and politics are monopoly of power, use of violence, vote buying, dominance of
national politics, exploitation by incumbents, and exercise of power in ways contrary

to the public interest.

The author presents proposals for the reform of local elections in Thailand.
First, the local executives and legislative councilors must be chosen by election
because elections are the most important method for allowing the public to choose
their own representatives, and elections provide the public an opportunity to monitor
the work of their representatives. Second, the absolute majority voting system must
be applied to the election of local executives, using the more than half of all votes
similar to that of French or less than half of all votes similar to that of Indonesian.
In this regard, the law must be amended to support transparency in administration

by requiring information related to the budget and the work of the executives to be

aouuws=uninan |
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announced to the public at the end of every official’s the political term. Prospective
candidates are to announce their team of new executives prior to election day and
allow people to make a decision according to the qualifications of the candidates.
Third, the timing of legislative elections should overlap with executive elections
in order to have a proper transfer of authority at the end of political terms. The
constituency for a legislative-councilors election should be adjusted in according
with the two-tier structure of Thai local-government system and rearranged into
a single member districts in order to found the unity of the council as well as the
certain area of the authority. Fourth, together with a single-member constituency,
a party-list voting system should be applied to an election at the local level in Thailand
in order to allow political parties to take part in local elections and make the local
councilor to be a representative of the diversity of ideas and identities of the people
in the community. Fifth, the Provincial Election Commission should be reformed
to expand authority and increase agility by not having the Provincial Election

Commission closely linked to the central Election Commission.
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Reynolds, Reilly and Ellis (eds.) 2005, p.139.

Reynolds, Reilly and Ellis (eds.) 2005, p.139.
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Farrell 1997; Baldini and Pappalardo 2009, pp.38-55.
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