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Abstract
“The Study of Lessons from the Senate Election

for the Purpose of Revising the Electoral System”

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 is the country’s 16"
constitution. It is the first constitution stipulating that senators must be elected by the
people. There were, however, many problems in the first Senate election, which was
also the first national election conducted by the Election Commission of Thailand
(ECT). Citing violations of electoral regulations, the ECT chose to hold more than one
election in many provinces. Several ECT decisions, including the one to hold multiple
elections were controversial and raised questions about the scope of the ECT's
authority. The upcoming House of Representatives election seemed to hold the
promise of even greater trouble.

Realizing the importance of the election problem, on May 20, 2000, the
president of the National Assembly, Wanmuhamadnor Matha, appointed a
twelve-member election system advisory committee, composed of parliamentary and
electoral system experts, led by former senate speaker Meechai Ruchupan. The
committee was assigned the responsibility of proposing revisions to the electoral
system that would reduce the likelihood of problems in future elections.

As part of the committee’s study, KPI embarked on the project, the Study of
Lessons from the Senate Election for the Purpose of Revising the Electoral
System. The emphasis of the project was on gathering facts and comments about the
recent Senate election. In addition, it was an example of applying the Royal
Commission in Thailand.

Information was gathered through a variety of techniques: qualitative research,

using questionnaires, an expert forum on the electoral system and assessment of public

sl ® @ Q
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opinions expresses through newspapers and the Internet. The opinions of people
involved in the Thai election system were welcomed throughout the project.

A final report, which proposed regulations and procedures for conducting a fair
and honest election, was produced and presented to the organizations involved and the
public.

The committee summed up the important issues that touch on the controlling
and organizing of an election by the ECT. These issues are divided into five major
groups, namely general electoral issues, issues occurring before the Royal Decree to
hold an election, issues occurring after the Royal Decree to hold an election, issues on
ECT'’s authority on monitoring an election and issues occurring after the declaration of
election results.

The committee’s recommendations were based on guidelines for electoral law
amendment, submitted to the government by the electoral law reform committee. (This
electoral law reform committee was set up by the government. However, most of its
members were the committee of the KPI project and the preliminary recommendations
that came out of the KPI study served as a starting point for government work on
electoral law amendment.) The committee’s recommendations were also based upon
brainstorming results, suggestions from Social Development Society, National Institute
for Development Administration, and people’s opinions from seminars, incoming
letters and Suan Dusit poll.

The results of the election system advisory committee’s deliberation led to the

revision of law that would be presented to persons and agencies the involved.
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