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Abstract

A modern representative democracy is not conceivable without political party.
This article utilized the four indicators for institutionalizing political party developed
by Preecha Hongkrirus et al. (2006) to examine whether Thai political party has
been a strong political institution as democratic regime ideally expects. Those four
indicators includes: (1) internal structure; (2) party discipline; (3) political party
branch; and (4) state financial support to political party. Relying on two methods of
examinations—content and quantitative analyses—using the 2007 Political Party Act
and the official data collected by the Political Party Development Fund as main
sources, this article found that most Thai political parties have faced several
challenges to be institutionalized. This article thus suggests the Office of Election
Commission or those who are relevant to make two main revisions in the 2007

Political Party Act, particularly the Article 38 and 78.

Keywords: Institutionalized Political Party; Strengths and Weaknesses of Thai

Political Parties; Political Party Development
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