TU 104:  Critical Thinking Development (SPD)
Course Outline
___________________________________________________________________________
Class Time:
Friday at 09.00-12.00           
Course Objective:  

To aid students in the development of skills to improve their critical thinking, or their ability to analyze and evaluate truth claims.
Special emphasis will be placed on four skills:

1) The ability to think independently and form your own opinions;

2) The ability to question and evaluate your own opinions and beliefs, regardless of where those beliefs came from;

3) The ability to make clear and logical arguments supported by reasons and evidence in both written and spoken form;
4) The ability to critically analyze arguments and evaluate their strengths and weaknesses, both in terms of logic and supporting evidence.

Course Description:  
The ability to think critically is the foundation of all scholarship.  This course is a broad introduction to the various methods of and interpretations of critical thinking with the goal of improving the analytical skills of the students.  Areas of examination include logic and argumentation, facts and opinions, the scientific method, the psychology of critical thinking, and techniques of fact finding.    
Grading:
Semester Project


30  %

Midterm Presentation

15  %

Quiz




15 %

Participation



10  %

Assignments and Classwork
30  %



   Total
100 %
Grading criteria:

90 and higher
=
A

85 – 89

=
B+

80 – 84

=
B

75 – 79

=
C+

70 – 74

=
C

65 - 69

=
D+

60 – 64

=
D

Below 60

=
F

Notes: It is learners’ responsibilities to actively participate, contribute, and cooperate with their team in each session of group discussion. Failure to do so can affect classwork and assignments’ scores.
Syllabus:

	No.
	Date
	Topic

	1
	Jan 18
	Course Overview

Pretest & Attitudes

	2
	Jan 25
	Introduction to critical thinking 

	3
	Feb 1
	Reasons and conclusions 

	4
	Feb 8
	Scientific method

	5
	Feb 15
	Assignment 1

	6
	Feb 22
	Logical Fallacies

	
	Mar 3 - 10
	Midterm Examination Period

	7
	Mar 15
	Quiz

	8
	Mar 22
	Midterm project discussion

	9
	Mar 29
	Midterm presentation

	10
	Apr 5
	Assignment 2

	11
	Apr 19
	Identifying flaws in the argument

	12
	Apr 26
	Bias 

	13
	May 3
	Discussion on projects

	14
	May 10
	Final Project Presentation 

	15
	May 17
	Final Project Presentation


Resources:
· Cottrell, Stella.  Critical Thinking Skills: Developing Effective Analysis and Argument (Palgrave MacMillan: 2011).
· What is critical thinking?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0yEAE5owWw
· What is an argument?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSAWrqavYg0 

· Science: what is it for?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NS8ixHvEnrw 
· Experimental Design
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXIo-E5y2fo 

Bias Definition: What is Bias?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jq3tpckKjd8
· Fallacy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0AFio5mGYbk    

· Fact and Opinion
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1iQAadkv3w
