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เคา้โครงรายวชิา (Course Syllabus)  
BA291: Introduction to Business, Semester 1/2018 
Social Policy and Development Program, Faculty of Social Administration 

 

1.  อาจารย์ผูส้อน/ ผูร้บัผดิชอบรายวชิา พรอ้มข้อมลูการติดต่อ (Lecturer and course administrator with contact 
information)  

         Dr.Sakdipon Juasrikul  อาจารย์ผู้สอน (Lecturer) 

         Email: sakdipon@gmail.com, LINE ID: sakdipon.j  

2.  วนัและเวลาบรรยาย (Class Date and Time) :  Thursday, 9:30 -12:30  ห้องบรรยาย (Classroom) :  202  

3.  วัตถุประสงค์ (Course Objectives) 
• To introduce a business function and understand the relationship among them. 
• To provide business analysis framework for understanding the business environment. 
• To understand management function and process for business integration. 
• To understand how to collaborate in each business function in order to draft the first business 
plan. 

4. ผลลพัธก์ารเรียนรู้ทีค่าดหวัง (Expected learning outcomes)  

After this course, students should be able to:  

 understand the management process and business functions 

 explore the big picture of business organization and the relationship between business functions 
and able to plan the business systematically 

 analyze the business environment and identify threats and opportunities from the changing 
environment and able to create sustainable competitive business models and strategies 

 use knowledge in business management for the future specialized courses and career 

 discuss and analyze the business cases and able to work in team 

5.  กฎกติกา/ เกณฑ์การตัดเกรด (Course rules, Grading criteria) 

FORMAT OF THE COURSE 

Class lectures are designed to enhance and extend the principles and concepts discussed in your textbook 
and assigned articles.   Emphasis will be placed on student involvement and class participation.   Class 
sessions will include various types of learning activities:  ( 1)  instructor lectures; (2)  student interaction 
activities; ( 3)  student presentation; ( 4)  team projects; ( 5)  classroom participation; and ( 6)  graded 
examinations.  
Interactive Discussion:  I expect you to think about the readings, to have an opinion about them, and to 
express that opinion to me and to others in class.  I also expect you to be open to others' opinions and to 
challenge the opinions of others.   In general, students learn more by discussing things interactively.  I also 
plan to set up a debate on interested topic in order to create the interactive environmental learning. 
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Action Based Learning:   I believe that learning by doing is the best way to remember and understand the 
context of business.  We will have an action based project or workshop throughout the semester in order 
to understand and practice the concept of management and business.  
Visuals: Where appropriate, we will view video clips to introduce, demonstrate, or explore a point. 

TEACHING GOAL AND PHILOSOPHY 

Business and Management is a broad concept which embedded in every day of your life.  This knowledge 
will be utilized not only in large multinational enterprises but also in small and medium enterprises (SMEs). 
To understand and apply in any context of business and management knowledge is my ultimate goal.  I 
expect that this knowledge will be used in your personal life, especially manage your goal and career path. 
As you may know, persons who have a success to manage personal life will definitely understand how to 
manage an organization. My teaching philosophy is “keep it’s simple and stupid” (aka: KISS). My teaching 
style is how to elaborate anything in simple and easy to understand.  I always emphasize how to use this 
knowledge in real situations or work place.  Working experience will be discussed and adapt to each topic. 
I also promote project based learning, student driven learning and problem based learning in each session. 

EVALUATION METHODS 

Grades will be determined by scores in five major performance areas: 1) attendance and participation, 2) 
Self-Goal essay and presentation, 3) Group assignment and presentation and 4) final exams. Please note 
that I do not round up grades. 

1. Attendance and Participation (15 %) 
Regular attendance and participation in class discussion are an important part of the course.   Assigned 
material should always be read before class, without fail.  I will check attendance every class via signature 
form that I pass in the beginning of the class.  You will be allowed only one missed class during the entire 
course.  You must arrive in class on time and remain for the full class period in order to be counted as 
present. A student’s attendance and contribution grade can also be decreased as a result of my perception 
of disrespectful, disruptive and/ or non- professional behaviors ( e. g. , inappropriate use of a laptop or cell 
phone during class). Please see the section on “Classroom Etiquette” below. 

2. Self-Introduction Assignment (5%) 
Self-Introduction assignment is designed for me to know your background in order to optimize my class 
example that fit to you. I will send the google share power point document which provides the slide 
example in the first class to fill up with current picture and information about you. You have to complete 
your PPT by August 24, 2018, 11:30 pm Bangkok time. 

3. Self-Goal Essay (10%) 
The purpose of this essay is to ask your personal goal and dream as well as remind you in the future. Since 
management of your personal life is crucial, this essay is your own personal document that layout your 
professional goal and what you really want to be in the society. This document includes your professional 
goal, your past work experience, your past achievement, your passion, and how you achieve the goal in the 
future. I absolutely encourage you to think and dream (as well as do) what you want to be in the future. 
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 Hand-writing essay at least 1,000 words but not over 2,000 words.   

 The essay should address at least following questions: 1) What is your professional goal and 
passion and WHY?, 2) What (How) have you done to achieve your personal goal? ,and 3) 
what (how) do you need to achieve your goal and passion in your future?  

 Submit your essay (Hard copy) in class (Due date: August 30, 2018 in class)  

4. Team Project I (20%) 
For the team project I, there are 2 components, the written paper and the team presentation.  For the 
written paper component, you will need to write a team report in which you, as a team, analyze how to 
manage enterprise that you choose. I encourage you to get the data both primary data (such as interview) 
and secondary data.  I expect you to learn and bring some of the knowledge from our class before midterm 
to incorporate with the enterprise that you visited. The organization could be your family business.  

In your written report, it includes summary of the firm and further information regarding to the selected 
enterprise.  The length of the paper is not important, but be sure to select the ones with sufficient 
information and insights that you could make. You need to include the citation of the articles in a separate 
( reference)  page.  Frequent and thorough use and citation of relevant course material ( textbook and 
additional readings) is the most important consideration in obtaining a high grade on your paper . 

Guidelines for writing the team written report: 

Write and submit an original four-page paper (6 pages maximum) that:  

a) Briefly summarizes on the selected enterprise (at least 1 page) 
b) Management and How to operate this Enterprise (at least 1 page) 
c) To improve this enterprise what do you do and how. Make sure you elaborate managing 

process (at least 2 pages). 
d) Please make sure your paper is well-written, cohesive and well-organized. Points will be 

deducted for grammar and spelling mistakes.  

Papers should be a full double-spaced pages in length (excluding the Appendix), with one-inch margins 
and a standard 12-point font (Times New Roman). Deadline for paper is October 4, 2018 by 11:30 pm. 
Bangkok Time. Please send the email your paper to me (No hard copy). 

Team presentation is 15 minutes (Powerpoint needs). 
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5. Team Project II (20%) 

For the team project II, I will provide you an business idea as a dummy idea.  ( after midterm)  This project 
will need to collaborate not only within team but also you need to have the whole class integration. Each 
team will select one of the business function that you have learned in class and to do the business plan 
project that I give you an idea. I will give you an idea after the midterm so that you can work on the team 
project in second half of the semester. The challenge is that how you integrate all the member to work as 
team and between teams. Again, I expect you to learn and take the knowledge from our class to integrate 
with your project report. 

Similar to team project I, the length of the paper is not important, but be sure to select the ones with 
sufficient information and insights that you could make.  You need to include the citation of the articles in 
a separate (reference) page. Frequent and thorough use and citation of relevant course material (textbook 
and additional readings) is the most important consideration in obtaining a high grade on your paper .  

Guidelines for writing the team written report: 

Total pages of business plan should not over 30 pages.  Each team who responsible for each business 
function need to integrate into one plan in details. I also look forward to see the real information to develop 
this business idea.  

Papers should be a full double-spaced pages in length (excluding the Appendix), with one-inch margins 
and a standard 12-point font (Times New Roman). Deadline for paper (November 29, 2018 by 11:30 pm 
Bangkok Time) Please send the email your paper to me. 

Team presentation is 30 minutes (Powerpoint needs), Q&A is 30 minutes.  

Remark: For both team project, I expect all team member to work as a team. Each team member need 
to provide a contribution to the project. If I receive the report of free riders from your team members 
more than a half of the team members, I will deduct 50% of score from the free riders (team project 
score). 

6. Final Exam (30%) 
The final exam will focus on all assigned materials and class discussions covered during the period 
indicated on the class schedule. Given how to create the argument and analysis is emphasized in this 
class, the exam will NOT be multiple choice questions but rather written argument and critical thinking 
answers.  This final exam is designed to evaluate the thinking process of students in relation to the 
concepts covered in the text and in-class discussions. 
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CLASS GRADING POLICY 

1)  Attendance and Participation 15% (Attendance: 5%, Particpation: 10%)  
2) Self Introduction Assignment 5%  

3)  Self-Goal Essay   10%  

4) Team Project I and Presentation 20% (Paper : 10%, Presentation 10%)  

5) Team Project II and Presentation 20% (Paper : 10%, Presentation 10%)  

4)  Final Exam 30%  

 Total  100%  

 

Final course grades will be assigned as follows: 

A  =  90.00% or above 

B+     =    86.00 – 89.99% 

B  =  80.00 – 85.99% 

C+  =  76.00 – 79.99% 
C  =  70.00 – 75.99% 

D+  =  66.00 – 69.99% 
D  =  60.00 – 65.99% 
F  =  59.99% or below 

Remark: Grade can be curved if it’s necessary 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS/MISSED CLASSES AND EXAMS 

Any late written assignment will receive a full grade deduction (e.g. , from an A to a B) for each day that it 
is late. Students are responsible for attending all classes and exams. Make-up exams will only be given and 
class absences will only be excused if a University- sanctioned excuse is provided along with appropriate 
documentation. If a student contacts the instructor (by email or other) on the day of the exam or later, he 
or she will not be permitted to take a makeup exam.  Late assignments are not an option nor are they 
possible. There are non-exam assignments, presentations that will be done in class. It’s very simple, if you 
don’t present the day you’re assigned, you receive a 0 for that assignment. 

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE 

During class, all students are expected to conduct themselves professionally.  Non-class- related activities, 
such as texting and/or checking email, is bad etiquette and is considered disruptive, disrespectful, and 
unprofessional in the business world.  Such activities also interfere with your ability to learn and can be 
distracting to others. Please do yourself and everyone else a favor by conducting yourself professionally in 
class.  Also, note that the use of any electronic devices (e.g. , cell phone)  will be strictly prohibited during 
an exam. You will be asked to put it away at the beginning of the exam 
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Integrity is as important in the classroom as it is in the workplace.  I fully expect that each student will 
behave as an individual of integrity in your dealings with me and your fellow students.  Anyone caught 
cheating or plagiarizing will receive a failing grade for the course and possible expulsion from TU in 
accordance with relevant TU student conduct policies.   There are no excuses for such behavior.  If you 
cheat in any way and are NOT caught, you will experience even worse consequences (You will experience 
a gradual lowering of your personal ethical standards.)    

6.  เอกสารอ้างอิงประกอบการเรียนการสอน (Reference material) 

 Exploring Management by Schermerhorn, J. R. Jr., 3rd edition, Wiley & Sons 

 What I Wish I Knew When I Was 20, Tina Seeling, HarperCollins e-book. 

 Reading article for discussion session. PDF files will be provided. 

7. หัวข้อการเรียนการสอน/ แผนการสอน (Course plan) 
สปัดาห์/คาบ 

Week 
วันที ่
Date 

หัวขอ้การบรรยาย 
Topic 

อาจารย์ผูส้อน 
Lecturer 

1 Aug 16 Course Overview 
Foundation of Business and Management 

Dr.Sakdipon 

2 Aug 23 Management Function I: Planning Dr.Sakdipon 

3 Aug 30 Management Function II: Organizing Dr.Sakdipon 

4 Sep 6 Management Function III: Controlling Dr.Sakdipon 

5 Sep 13 Management Function IV: Leading Dr.Sakdipon 

6 Sep 20 Decision Making Management Dr.Sakdipon 

  Midterm week  

7 Oct 11 Team Project I and Presentation   Dr.Sakdipon 

8 Oct 18 Foundation of Marketing Guest Lecturer 

9 Oct 25 Foundation of  Human Resource Management Guest Lecturer 
10 Nov 1 Foundation of Operation Management Guest Lecturer 

11 Nov 8 Foundation of Finance Management Dr.Sakdipon 

12 Nov 15 Foundation of Entrepreneurship I Dr.Sakdipon 

13 Nov 22 Foundation of Entrepreneurship II Dr.Sakdipon 

14 Nov 29 Wrap-up and Topic Conclusion Dr.Sakdipon 

15 Dec 6 Team Project II and Presentation Dr.Sakdipon 

  Final Exam (December 17, 2018)  
 

 


