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SPD is the only international BA

programme focusing on social

policy and development of its

kind in Asia.

Join a truly interdisciplinary

programme.

Thammasat University is consistently

ranked as one of the top universities in

Thailand.

4 Boost your future career

prospects.
Benefit from the world-class expertise and international

experience of top-lecturers, researchers and

administrators from academe and industry in an

international environment.
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Take advantage of the exciting partnerships SPD has with universities and

organisations all over the world.6

Build a strong foundation in English language skills for

success on the programme and beyond.
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Make friends for life in a highly diverse student population.8

Study in an inspiring environment.9

Become a part of a proud and influential history of

cultivating leaders.
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SPD ARRIVALS: NEW
STAFF

PRED EVANS

Ajarn Pred has fifteen years of management

experience in the British Council, the UK’s

international organisation for education and

cultural relations, with roles ranging from

Schools Exchanges Manager in Japan, to

Country Manager in Trinidad and Tobago, and

Director Education and Director Programmes in

Thailand. 

 

His work, in partnership with the Ministry of

Education, schools, universities and industry,

has focused on national and regional

education and English language programmes,

the internationalisation of higher education,

international student recruitment, student

exchange programmes, higher education

partnerships and research collaborations,

capacity building for social entrepreneurs and

government policies related to social enterprise

support and development.

Ajarn Pred joined SPD in 2018 and has worked

in the field of education in East and Southeast

Asia for the last 22 years. A specialist in

education and English language teaching,

Ajarn Pred has developed curricula and taught

English as a second language in education

sectors in France, Japan, China and Thailand.

Ajarn Pred holds a Masters degree in Modern

Languages (French) from the University of

Oxford, and a Masters degree in Education

(Applied Linguistics/TESOL) from the Open

University. 

 

In his spare time, Ajarn Pred enjoys travelling,

tasting new food, and following the Welsh

rugby team.
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SPD ARRIVALS: NEW
STAFF

DR. SORASICH

SWANGSLIP

Ajarn Sorasich Swangsilp (Ajarn Ohm)

became a member of the SPD team in March

2019. Drawing on his expertise in politics and

international relations, Ajarn Ohm leads on

courses with a focus on politics, international

affairs, and international development,

including Introduction to Political Science (PO

211) and Thailand, ASEAN and the World (TU

101). 

 

Ajarn Ohm graduated from the Faculty of

Political Science, Chulalongkorn University,

majoring in international relations. He

continued his studies with MA degrees in

France in both Sciences Po Grenoble for

European Studies and at Sciences Po

Bordeaux for International Development and

Cooperation. 

 

He completed his PhD on the localisation of

global words and Thailand’s foreign policy

formation and practices at the National

University of Singapore.

 

Ajarn Ohm likes to travel and learning about

other people’s way of life, cooking (especially

Western cuisine), and playing badminton. He

believes that an effective balance of

activities leads to a healthy and productive

life.
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SPD ARRIVALS: NEW
STAFF

ALEX LIPTON

Alex M. Lipton is a lecturer and a foreign

expert in the Social Policy and Development

programme and faculty member at

Thammasat University. He joined the SPD

programme in July 2019. 

 

Ajarn Alex specializes in public policy,

political science, social and political

engagement, economic development and

international relations. He has extensive

experience as a legislative manager, political

director, consular director of government

affairs and spokesperson. 

 

Ajarn Alex holds a Higher Education Teaching

Certification from Harvard University, a

Masters Degree in Public Administration from

the University of Pennsylvania, and a

Bachelors Degree in Philosophy from the

Pennsylvania State University. He's currently

teaching Introduction to Political Science (PO

211) together with Ajarn Ohm, and

Comparative Welfare States with Dr.

Prapaporn Tivayanond Mongkhonvanit
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T E A M W O R K  M A K E S
T H E  D R E A M  W O R K

SPD  TR I P  TO  HUA  H IN
 

In August 2019, the SPD programme took

first, second and third year students to

the Haven resort in Hua Hin. The freshers'

trip served as an opportunity for first-

year students to get to know their peers,

senior students and lecturers.

During the three-day trip, senior students

organised a wide range of activities and

games which really helped to create a

warm and welcoming atmosphere for

new students. It was clear that senior

students took good care of the freshers',

making sure that nobody was left out of

the activities. 

SPD lecturers also organised a social

problem -workshop for all students. In the

workshop, students were divided into

different groups, and each group was given a

role to play: the youth, the elderly, the

disabled and the government. It was a great

way for students to bond over something they

all have in common - a passion for solving

social problems. 

The students also visited the Sirindhorn

International Environmental Park in

Phetchaburi and took in tree-planting to

facilitate forestation in the

environmental park.

T E R M   2
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LAUNCH OF “CENTRE FOR ASIA PACIFIC
CHILDHOOD STUDIES” (CAPCS)
Research Project on Alternative Care for
Children in Thailand

The SPD programme launched a new “Centre for Asia Pacific Childhood Studies” (CAPCS) as part

of its Centres of Excellence programme in April 2019. This will be the first-ever Centre in the Asia

Pacific region linked to a highly-reputed academic institution. The overall purpose of CAPCS will be

to act as a regional knowledge hub for high-quality studies, research and conferences/workshops

on a diverse range of topics and areas related to childhood, child rights and adolescent

development in the Asia Pacific region. CAPCS will explore potential partnerships and ongoing

collaboration in studies, research and conferences with other Universities and policy-oriented

research institutions in the countries of the Asia Pacific Region – and other parts of the world – who

have a specific interest or specialisation in childhoods in this region.

The first major initiative of CAPCS will be a two-year research project on “Sharing the Narratives:

Exploring the lived experiences of the children and parents who are at the centre of alternative

care provision in Thailand” from October 2019 to September 2020. This research project will be a

joint collaboration between SPD programme and Bath University in the United Kingdom. The project

will explore the alternative care arrangements made for children who are unable to live with their

parents in Thailand. Thailand provides an important case study, as the government is attempting to

implement the UN guidelines for alternative care, which promote a shift from institutional settings to

family-based care. The existing international evidence on alternative care focuses on the outcomes

of children and there is limited research that explores the experiences of the children and families

at the centre of the practice. This project will contribute to filling this gap, which is important as

these narratives have the potential to shape the perceptions of the public, practitioners and policy

actors and improve alternative care provision.

Dr. Victor Karunan
Lecturer and Foreign Expert
SPD Programme
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A project initiated by Dr Justin Rogers from the University of Bath (UK), will focus on the

challenges in moving children away from institutional care in Thailand. The research is

supported by Dr. Victor Karunan, a lecturer in the SPD programme and a child welfare

specialist. The research is focused on the challenges in moving children away from

institutionalised care.

 

According to Dr. Rogers “Thailand has made real progress in improving child welfare

provision in recent years. However, many problems still exist for families, practitioners and

policy-makers, and we hope that this project will help us to propose solutions and

interventions to facilitate the children as well as the society as a whole."

 

Victor Karunan from the SPD programme adds: "While there have been some studies on

alternative care in Thailand, there is a lack of research that is focused on the real life

experiences of children in institutional care. Therefore, we hope this research will fill the

research gap in Thailand and contribute towards improving the lives of these children."

 

Visit the University of Bath website to learn more about Dr. Justin Rogers' research journey at

Thammasat University.

children in
institutionalised
care in Thailand

SPD  IN  PARTNERSHIP  WITH  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  BATH
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SORASICH
SWANGSILP

S P D  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H

In  th is  interview,  Ajarn  Sorasich Swangsi lp  (Ajarn

Ohm) expla ins h is  recent  research,  the f i rst-of-

its-k ind focusing on how selected g lobal  words

have inf luenced development and foreign pol icy  in

Thai land.  We asked h im where h is  inspirat ion came

from,  why this  research is  important  and what

advice he would  g ive other  researchers as wel l  as

our  SPD students as they embark on research for

the f i rst  t ime.

You have studied international development at a top university in France and later
chose to study your PhD in Thailand’s foreign policy at the prestigious National
University of Singapore. How did these experiences in Europe and Asia shape your
thinking in terms of your research?

Well, it was quite difficult to set up the research topic at the beginning. I thought of

the issues related to my interests in international development, international politics and foreign

policy, specifically in relation to Thailand. I linked them up and chose the case study of development

in Thailand during the 1950s because development today has its origins in this period. I also found out

that language played a crucial role in this issue and that no one had studied this case through a

politico-linguistic lens before.

It must be a challenge to condense a long period of study into a few sentences, but please
tell us in a nutshell what your research was about.

My research examines development in Thailand in relation with Thailand foreign policy formation and

practices in the 1950s through the investigation of linguistic localization of the globally used words of

‘development’ and ‘communism’. I chose development in the Northeast of Thailand as a case study.
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พัฒนาการ

เจรญิ

Why do you focus on the Northeast of Thailand for this
research?

Since the beginning of the 1950s, you see that most

development assistance both from the United States

and Thai government was allocated to this region. The

Northeast, or Isaan, was the first region experiencing a

great increase in new development assistance

programs compared to other areas. One hundred

major development projects, including transport

networks, irrigation, agriculture, livestock, education,

public health, and power, were, for example,

implemented in the Northeast from 1951 to 1983, while

only 29 major projects were carried out in the rest of

the country, excluding Bangkok. My curiosity was

piqued as to why most aid was directed towards this

region.

In your research, you focus on the words ‘development’ and
‘communism’ and describe how localization played a
significant role in shaping the foreign meaning into the Thai
socio-political context. Could you tell us a little bit more
about that?

Linguistic localization, such as coinage, the invention of a new

word or phrase, is a crucial process that has served to

transfer, transform or restrict foreign ideas within Thai society.

In the case of the American idea of development, after the

Second World War, the US became a centre of the new world

order and attempted to shape global direction in order to

protect American interests abroad. The American capitalist

economy was established as a new world order and anti-

communism as a policy to protect the system. Once the

American idea of development spread into Thailand, it was

adopted with ease by political elites who would gain

economic benefit from this discourse. It therefore became

necessary at this time to adopt Thai words to transfer these

new foreign ideas. ‘Phatthanakan’ (พฒันาการ) was selected

to represent American material development, a word

signifying progress which was already in existence but rarely

used in everyday life, while the other existing Thai words of

‘vatthana’ (วฒันา), ‘charoen’ (เจรญิ), and ‘siwilai’ (ศิวไิล), which

have a similar meaning of progress, growth, improvement,

and advancement, possess some characteristics that do not

quite match the foreign idea of development. 
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Meanwhile, ‘communism’, possibly to keep it

‘alien’, was manipulated for political reasons.

Phibunsongkhram, the Prime Minister at the

time, re-defined communism as a threat from

outsiders or non-Thais, and deliberately

exaggerated the fear of communism. He

declared that internal communist activities had

greatly increased, whereas, in reality, he did

not perceive any real threat from Chinese and

Indochinese communists, nor from Thai

sympathizers to communism. His manipulation

of the word communism was intended to gain

financial and technical support from the US,

which, in turn, would serve to stabilize his

government.

So from your study, you conclude that
‘development’ and the fight against
‘communism’, and these key words used to
influence Thai people, as well as the major
world powers, became inseparable entities
in a way?

Yes, exactly. Since 1950, both words and

concepts, ‘phatthanakan’ and 'communism'

interacted within the new international and Thai

political contexts. Poverty played a crucial role in

connecting both foreign terms. Poverty was a

threat to American national interests in Thailand

and the world as it encouraged communism to

take root and obstructed the idea of

development.

Both terms interacted intensively, in Isaan, and

competed to create their own positive identities

and built negative images for the opposition to

attract people to their side. Liberal and

communist camps competed over the words

‘development’ and ‘progress’ to further identify

themselves with the characteristics of ‘growth’

and ‘advancement’.  Each term also helped to

shape the other. Anti-communism led to the

integration of a security element into

development while development brought about

a new interpretation of communism.

The Western concept of development became a

political mechanism that greatly influenced the

thinking, values, and behaviours of Thai elites and

the public. The former saw the new concept as

responding well to their political needs; it provided

both financial and security support for the stability

of the government and re-defined ‘communism’ as

a threat to the nation. Consequently,

‘phatthanakan’ appeared to be a vital element of

Thailand’s identity and ‘communism’ was turned

into the opposing force.

These fascinating cross-interactions of ideologies

and identities shifted Thai foreign and domestic

policies as well as administrative structures to

accommodate the expansion of both concepts.

This resulted in the strategic disbursement of most

security-oriented development assistance to

support anti-communist policies in Northeastern

Thailand since 1951.

In what ways is this research relevant to the
modern day?

The meaning of a word holds huge political

significance in terms of forming relationships

among stakeholders and in shaping their

behaviour. Those who monopolize the creation of

meaning are able to assert their own set of values,

knowledge, or norms, and are even able to

construct a new social order that benefits their

own interest. You can see that democracy, which

originates from, and is defined by the West, is a

foundation of Western society and many parts of

the world. However, in some places, such as

China, Laos, Libya, Qatar, and Vietnam, the

Western democratic ideal is restricted for national

security reasons. We can see that in all countries

and contexts, words are localised and used to

gain political monopoly and to influence

populations as well as foreign policy and

international relations. 
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The same is true of Thailand today, so this

research and the evidence it unearths, helps to

cast a light on how these patterns of linguistic

adaptation and power continue to dominate

history as well as the present.

What did you find most challenging and most
satisfying about your research?

Well, the most challenging part was how to

synthesize the large number of collected data,

intertwine them and write it all out in a

reasonable and systematic way. When you

finish the research, there is a real sense of

relief and achievement and that’s a great

personal reward.

Do you have any plans for further research?

Yes. I will also examine the current

development trend, sustainable development,

through the linguistic lens. Just like with this

research, my future work will involve the

interconnectedness between international

forces and the domestic socio-political

context.

And finally, what would be your advice to our
SPD students who will be expected to
develop research skills during their studies?

First of all, you have to read a lot to gather

your ideas about your topic of interest and to

identify the gaps in research which exist for

that topic. Try to discuss your idea with as

many academics and experts in the field as

possible and attend relevant conferences to

concretize your topic. Consult your supervisor

regularly to stay on the right track. And last but

not least, be patient and disciplined. For me,

these are the fundamental conditions to

develop your skills, enrich your research and

finish it on time.

Thank you very much, Aj Ohm!

University of California - SPD
Internship course for exchange

students

In the fall of 2018, SPD started running a new

course called SPD 339. The course is a part-time

internship course specifically designed for

exchange students. An idea initiated by the

University of California (UC), SPD 339 has been

fundamental in giving exchange students at TU

an opportunity to earn academic credits as well

as gain invaluable experiences from working

abroad. 

 

Since the launch of the course, SPD has been

able to offer over 30 exchange students

internship placements at various international

organisations, NGOs, companies and social

enterprises in Thailand. Thanks to the existing

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between

the University of California and Thammasat

University as well as the ground-breaking work

done by Dr. Thanet Makjamroen (UC Liaison

Officer at TU), the internship course has

gradually grown in popularity amongst UC

students. 

 

More importantly, the course has since been

opened to all exchange students at TU - apart

from UC, exchange students from Nanzan

University (Japan), Lund University (Sweden) and

Tilburg University (Netherlands) have taken part

in SPD 339. 

 

If you are an exchange student at TU and are

interested in taking SPD 339, contact the SPD

office in person or via email to learn more about

the requirements and application process. 
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Divine Chocolate
SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

SUCCESS FROM THE UK

Students on the Social Entrepreneurship and Innovation course were offered rare first-hand

insights into the world of social enterprise in the UK when Professor Bob Doherty visited the

Faculty of Social Administration on 5 February 2019. 

Prior to moving into academia Professor Doherty spent five years as Head of Sales and

Marketing at the Fairtrade social enterprise, Divine Chocolate Ltd, and was a key founding

member of this global success story which has influenced other major chocolate brands to

adopt Fair Trade principles.

Currently Professor of Marketing at the University of York, in the UK, and on the verge of

starting a two-year research Fellowship at Thammasat University, Professor Doherty

specialises in research on hybrid organisations and the marketing and management aspects

of Fair Trade organisations and social enterprises.

Students and faculty members were given a lively and engaging presentation on how the

Divine Chocolate brand developed and how profits are re-invested into local communities

where the cocoa is grown in Ghana. Professor Doherty explained the social mission of Divine

Chocolate “to improve the livelihoods and opportunities for small-scale cocoa farmers in

West Africa, by establishing a dynamic branded company in the valuable UK chocolate

market” (Tiffen 2002). Stressing the key differences between social enterprises and private

enterprises, Professor Doherty gave an inspiring account of partnerships and collaboration

leading to real social change and impact.

Students also reflected in groups on what lessons from Divine could be transferred to the

Thai social enterprise context, a session which showed how the talk stimulated thinking

around all the key aspects of successful social enterprises, as well as the challenges.

Two lucky students were invited on 8 February to a special workshop run by Thammasat

Business School in collaboration with Oxfam and York Management School on “Social

Enterprise Delivering Inclusive Agri-food Value Chains”, another unique opportunity to learn

about major areas in Fair Trade and social impact.

Pred Evans
Foreign Expert and Lecturer

SPD Programme

W I N T E R  2 0 1 9 T E R M  2
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Interview with Professor Bob
Doherty

Ajarn Pred spoke with Professor

Bob Doherty, co-founder of Divine

Chocolate Fair Trade company in

the UK, and currently Professor of

Marketing at the University of

York, about his experience with

Divine Chocolate, his secondment

with the British government and

his imminent two-year Fellowship

at Thammasat University.

Divine Chocolate is now sold alongside all the

major chocolate brands in supermarkets across

the UK and in other countries. What makes this

chocolate special?

A few things really, one is that it is actually  a quality

chocolate. It tastes delicious. More importantly, the

farmers who grow the cocoa, the cooperative in

West Ghana, have 45% of the shares in Divine

Chocolate, which means farmers also get to share

the profits. They also get the share of the premiums.

In short, the farmers are getting a much better deal

than if they are selling their cocoa on the

conventional market. That’s what makes Divine

special; and because of that they are mission-driven

companies which means that when they trade, they

deliver a social impact, to make the world more

equitable.

W I N T E R  2 0 1 9 T E R M  2
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"Increasingly,
investors are getting it,

the social
impact as well as the
economic impact. If
you look at growing

inequality, the
investing community

are wanting to do
something that solves

those problems. It is
less of a challenge than

it was 10 years ago."

I think it is the only 3rd party independent

certification scheme globally that actually

pays an economic premium. All the others

have standards but none of them

purposely pay more for their raw

materials. In the case of cocoa, if trade

fair prices are 2,400 USD, they also pay

240 USD as a social fair-trade premium

on top…. you’ve got the fair trade premium

and social premium where the farmers

themselves as members can decide on

what they want to do with those funds to

stimulate community sustainability. And

often they invest in waterways, better

schools, people, facilities and in income

generating opportunities for women. And

fair trade is the only certification scheme

that delivers that social value.

Why is fair trade important? What are the challenges facing social

entrepreneurs in the UK today?

There are lots of opportunities for social

entrepreneurs, but in terms of challenges, I

guess one of the biggest ones, is one of

scaling up. Once entrepreneurs have

established a proposition that resonates

with consumers, it is only then that they are

able to find investments to scale up novel

ideas. Increasingly, investors are getting it,

the social impact as well as the economic

impact. If you look at growing inequality,

the investing community are wanting to do

something that solves those problems. It is

less of a challenge than it was 10 years

ago.

The other challenge is, from a human

resources perspective, finding talent. Often

social enterprises don’t always pay the

market rate for salaries and some people

want to have a career that is just about

financial rewards. But, nowadays, many

people want other rewards as well, to

improve their well-being and feel as though

they are giving something back to society.

People are increasingly prepared to take a

little bit of a salary cut to move into the

social enterprise sector.

W I N T E R  2 0 1 9 T E R M  2
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It is a very busy time for the UK in terms of

the agriculture landscape because of

Brexit. This results in having to introduce a

new 25-year Environment Plan, a new

agricultural bill and a new national

strategy. DEFRA has decided to bring in a

group of academics, including myself, to

help with evidence gathering, identifying

gaps in evidence to improve its

policymaking and to take more of a

holistic systems approach. In fact, DEFRA

is quite interested in businesses that do

things differently, especially in social

enterprises and the role they can play in

making the systems more sustainable. This

is one of the reasons why I was brought in

- to actually bring in more of a social and

environmental aspect.

Recently you have been working for the

British government at The Department

for Environment, Food, and Rural

Affairs (DEFRA). How is your work on

this science research programme

informing policy making in the UK?

You delivered a lively, engaging and

insightful guest lecture for our students

at SPD earlier in 2019. What were your

impressions from this session? What do

you feel is the role of our university in

addressing social issues, social policy

and social development?

I think the SPD programme is a great

programme and I really enjoyed my time

with the SPD students. I thought the

students were very, very engaged in the

area of social entrepreneurship. Some of

the questions were very high level and

insightful. The SPD students also

contributed very effectively to the

workshop following the guest lecture.

"I think the role of the
university should be to

look at emerging
topics such as

social enterprise and
to develop because

students are wanting
what’s new, wanting to

learn
what can make a

difference."

I think the SPD programme has taken its

students to a level that allows them to

contribute to the debate on social

enterprise and policy, and obviously the

programme is developing the next

generation of social entrepreneurs.

I believe that Thammasat University is at

the heart of the Bangkok community. It

plays an important role in providing

leadership in terms of civil service and

government, but also in industry. I think the

university should be looking at emerging

topics such as social enterprise and to

develop because students are wanting

what’s new, wanting to learn what can

make a difference.

W I N T E R  2 0 1 9 T E R M  2

Further, your university and your students

are in a better position now to really

embark upon and add value to the system

of social entrepreneurship within the

Southeast Asian context. I only came

along for one day, but I could see the

fruition and the level of pedagogy was at

a high level. So, I can see only a bright

future for your students.
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Tell us a little bit about your experience

of Thailand. What brought you here

first? What brings you back? As you’ll

be spending much more time over the

next two years undertaking your

Fellowship at Thammasat University,

what do you like most about the

university and in particular the Tha

Prachan campus?

What brought me to Thailand in the first

place was really my passion for social

enterprise and also at that time, the British

Council had made social enterprise one of

their priorities. I saw a newspaper article

that somebody had sent from Thailand. I

think it was in the Bangkok Post and it was

written by yourself and it was about your

plans for the British Council for social

enterprise. When I came out to do some

teaching at one of the universities in

Thailand, I then made an appointment to

come and see you and it all started from

there. And it’s all really social enterprise

and my increasing research links with

Thammasat University and with some of

the enterprises in Thailand that keeps

bringing me back.

Also, the people are very friendly in

Thailand, that’s also important when you

travel….and the food of course is

delicious. Your campus is right in the heart

of the city and its got a very vibrant,

‘ground-breaking’ feel about it. Students

seem very engaged and the academics

are also really interested in social

enterprise. It is the best place for me and

that is why I decided to apply for the

fellowship last year.

The fellowship is a Bualuang ASEAN Chair

fellowship provided by Thammasat

University. I applied with the Business

School to investigate the Social Enterprise

Ecosystem in Thailand and it was

awarded. I am really looking forward to

this research work and to writing the

academic outputs that result from the

research in international journals.

Social enterprises target social and

environmental problems and so by

increasing the number of social

entrepreneurs in society, you can scale up

the sector to tackle key problems and

create innovative business models to

improve performance against the UN

Sustainable Development Goals.

Please tell us a little bit more about the

Fellowship you are taking up shortly at

Thammasat.

Why do you think getting more people

into social enterprise will have a

positive impact on wider society?
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What would be your advice to our SPD

students who are interested in

pursuing a career in social

entrepreneurship?

It’s a great way of gaining experience

quickly as you are often given more

responsibility across a range of different

functions. It’s also very rewarding seeing

your work improve the lives of

disadvantaged people. There is also often

a strong team spirit in social enterprise as

you are galvanised by the social mission

and that can be very energising.
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Finally, what would be your advice to

all of our students who are pursuing

our BA International Programme in

Social Policy and Development?

Follow your passion! Achieve the best

mark possible to give you a strong

foundation to go and follow your passion.

What is the difference you want to make in

the world? You will spend the best part of

your life working and you need to feel you

have contributed to improving society for

the greater good which helps your own

well-being. It’s more rewarding and

interesting and can lead to many exciting

opportunities.

Thank you very much Professor Doherty,

and we look forward to seeing you on

campus shortly!

ENGLISH SUPPORT PROGRAMME FOR SPD
STUDENTS

From August 2019, SPD students have been given the opportunity to attend

special weekly English support classes and one-to-one sessions to help build a

strong foundation for success in the SPD course.

This year-long programme will build up students’ confidence, improve English

competency, and enable students to successfully articulate their growing

knowledge of social policy and development issues.

Engage critically with issues and express conceptual ideas confidently in

academic English

Strengthen writing skills

Prepare for written assignments, exams and presentations

Learn to express arguments clearly in research

By completing this 6-module course, students will also be able to:

Personal support includes one-to-one 30-minute sessions to answer questions,

fix problems and strengthen English speaking, reading and writing skills with

special attention given to the specific demands of the SPD course. Learn more

about the English support course from Aj Pred by contacting him at

murmurteifi@hotmail.com
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Dr Wadhwani, a specialist in health education provision for poor, rural areas and Founding

Trustee of The Mother and Child Health and Education Trust, as well as Founder and

Creator of Health Phone and Internet-in-a-box, gave a thought-provoking and inspiring

guest lecture at the Faculty Social Administration on Friday 1 March 2019.

 

Focussing on India, where over 800 million people lack access to the internet, Dr Wadhwani

explained his firm belief that the most effective and efficient way to advance health

education is by employing a mix of established and newer communication technologies to

deliver contextually-appropriate messages directly to the people who need it most.

 

Inspiring examples were shared with our students, including how Internet-in-a-Box and

HealthPhone offer a valuable offline distribution system for medical and healthcare content

geared specifically to South Asia, drawing on an illiterate-friendly mobile phone video

library with preloaded, reliable, relevant health and nutrition knowledge. Using rich

multimedia, HealthPhone™ puts life-saving and life-changing content, scripted on

knowledge prepared jointly by global UN organisations directly in the hands of those who

can use it in an accessible format and with 24/7 availability, everywhere.

Dr. Nand Wadhwani addresses health

education through technology for the poor

Internet-in-a-Box © SPD

W I N T E R  2 0 1 9 T E R M  2



1 9S P D  N E W S L E T T E R

© SPD
So, what does WAP do?
 
WAP Thailand works to influence communities and governments to stop animal suffering,

and to ensure a sustainable future for the planet where both animals and people are

part of the solution. WAP influences policy and decision makers to put animals on the

global agenda, and to help the world see how important animals are to all of us.

 
How are our students helping?
 
Mr. Somsak Soonthornnawaphat, Head of Campaigns at WAP Thailand explains:

 
“WAP is very happy to accept students from Thammasat University, starting in 2018 with

5 students from SPD's Social Welfare and Development course, researching important

aspects of our work. In 2019, we have welcomed two SPD students undertaking the full

two- month summer internship with us.

 

WAP provides opportunities for SPD students to have experience and understand a

broad range of issues related to animal welfare as well as our policy advocacy work.

The students will gain valuable experience and knowledge by learning from WAP staff,

researching on specific issues, visiting sights and field work to see and understand more

on issues, and helping us with our campaign work.  Student learns from these

experiences and we do hope that it is useful for them in their current studies in addition

to their future careers."

Internship with
WAP Thailand
World Animal Protection and SPD

Programme join hands in TU 399

Internships are at the heart of the SPD programme, and over the years we

have forged partnerships with a wide range of NGOs, international

organisations and government departments who are keen to host students

with knowledge of social policy and development.

 

However, social policies protecting animal welfare is a relatively new area

for our students to learn from, and contribute towards, and WAP (World

Animal Protection) has welcomed our interns with arms wide open over

the last year.
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The Global Social Venture Competition (GSVC), founded by MBA students at the University
of California Berkeley’s Haas School of Business in 1999, provides aspiring entrepreneurs
with mentoring, exposure, and funding to transform their ideas into businesses that will have
positive real world impact. Teams from across the globe learn how to design scalable
models which emphasize stakeholder discovery, business innovation, and social impact
assessment.
 
Students enrolled on the Social Entrepreneurship and Innovation course were given special
access to the competition held in Bangkok on 22 and 23 February 2019 through a
partnership with IDE (The Innovation Driven Entrepreneurship Center at the University of
Thai Chamber of Commerce).
 
During these rounds entrepreneurs gave lively and engaging presentations on the social and
financial impact of their business. As an integral part of their course, our students were
asked to analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the various ‘pitches’, and select the one
in which they would most prefer to invest, while further analysing in depth one social
business model of their choice.
 
The competition featured a wide range of exciting and innovative social enterprises, ranging
from ‘Rehab Happy Walk’, the eventual winners who invented a device for alleviating
freezing gait in Parkinson patients, to ‘Last of Ours’, who aim to integrate the worlds of
gaming, blockchain technology, and conservation to give consumers a means to connect
with and fund wildlife conservation projects in an inclusive, fun way.
 
Students also attended the “Think Big/Act Small Symposium” on the final day, a hugely
popular event which saw some top global social entrepreneur experts take to the stage to
entertain a packed venue with their accounts of developing their innovative ideas from
scratch, with tips on how they overcame numerous challenges along their paths to success.

GLOBAL SOCIAL VENTURE

COMPETITION (GSVC) AND

“THINK BIG/ACT SMALL

SYMPOSIUM”
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On 5 April 2019, students on the Social Entrepreneurship and Innovation course met
with Dr. Artak Melkonyan from UNDP who gave a special lecture on Impact
Investment.
 
Dr. Artak has a 24-year track record of exposure to businesses and non-profit
projects in over 35 countries and has an academic background as Dean of Business
and Marketing at French University of Armenia.
 
As well as exploring the evolution of impact investment and its relationship to the
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, Dr. Artak shared how impact investment
focusses on applying business practices and market principles to address social
needs, and on innovative solutions to persistent social and environmental problems.
He explained how equal and sustainable economic growth is essential, and how
social enterprises rely on impact as a key business decision making factor.
 
Dr. Artak gave valuable and fascinating insights into how the UN supports impact
measurements and management in the context of the global benchmark targets of
the Sustainable Development Goals, through the four key areas of Policy Dialogue
and Ecosystem Development, Investor Engagement, Pipeline Development and
Innovative Finance.

Social Impact
Investment
and the UN’s
Sustainable
Development
Goals

Guest lecture by Dr Artak Melkonyan, Chief Operating Officer

UNDP

SDG Impact Finance (UNSIF), UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub

W I N T E R  2 0 1 9 T E R M  2

2 1S P D  N E W S L E T T E R



SPD IN

TAIWAN

Tzu Chi Foundation

SPD STUDY TRIP 2019

The 2019 annual SPD Field Trip focused on Taiwan and a visit to the Tzu Chi Foundation, a

Taiwanese international humanitarian and non-governmental organisation (NGO) with over 10

million members worldwide throughout 47 countries. The Tzu Chi Foundation focuses on

charity, medical contributions, education development, international disaster assistance,

bone-marrow donation, community volunteerism, and environmental protection. It is operated

by a worldwide network of volunteers and employees and has been awarded a special

consultative status at the United Nations Economic and Social Council.

 

by Aj Pred Evans

Students were introduced to the history of the Foundation, from its founding by the Buddhist

nun Master Cheng Yen in 1966, to its current status as a significant actor in civil society and the

largest Buddhist organisation in Taiwan. At the central communications facility, students spent

time in the studios where the Foundation’s TV channel is broadcast, and met with the

volunteers who are engaged in all aspects of their work.

The group also visited the recycling facility run by the Foundation, spending time in groups

working with the volunteers, and buying some of the high quality and innovative products,

recycled from the plastic items, sold at their shop.

The group was also given insights and a daily narrative into how social development and

society works in Taiwan through the guide who made sure, while travelling from one place to

the next, that the group was taking note of interesting aspects of Taiwanese society, its issues,

successes and challenges.
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EXCHANGE
PROGRAMME
GLOBAL  MANAGEMENT  OF

SOCIAL  ISSUES  (GMSI )  (BA ) ,

TILBURG  UNIVERSITY

An academic exchange programme offers  s tudents  the
opportunity to learn about  other cultures  as  the

experience of  l iving in a  foreign environment can be very
different  from Thailand.  You wil l  encounter  different

educational  cultures  and be able  to take courses  not
avai lable  at  Thammasat  Universi ty .  The exchange

programme provides an exceptional  chance to spark your
professional  and personal  development as  you wil l  often
find yourself  outside your own comfort  zone.  The MOU

between GMIS and SPD offers  two SPD students  a  chance
to spend one academic semester  at  Ti lburg Universi ty in

the Netherlands.
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Exchange opportunities at Tilburg University

GMSI is a multidisciplinary social science

programme, that integrates knowledge from

three academic fields in the social sciences:

human resources, organization studies and

sociology from a cross-cultural and

international comparative perspective. The

core theme of the programme is sustainable

development. Within this framework, issues

such as poverty, migration and climate change

are addressed. GMIS attracts students from all

over the world and offers them a very

international environment where the students

will get to know and work with colleagues with

various different cultural backgrounds.

"Tilburg University has a flourishing student life with over 40 student organizations,
excellent sports facilities, and a large number of pubs and bars. On a cultural level,
Tilburg has cinemas, museums and concert halls. Combined with the numerous events
organized by and within the city and student communities such as festivals, exhibitions
and conferences, Tilburg has something to offer for everyone!"*

If you are interested in studying abroad, this

exchange programme offers you an excellent

opportunity to do exactly so. You will apply

through the SPD programme (not through the

International Office at TU). Thereby, you will not

compete with students from other faculties to be

nominated for the exchange program. Secondly,

you will enrol in a secured programme where

there is a close connection between your

courses at TU and GMSI. Generally, you should

be in your third or fourth year of studying at SPD

while going abroad and have a GPA no lower

than 2.8. If you are interested in the exchange

programme, contact the SPD office to get more

information about the application process and

deadlines.*Excerpt sourced from Tiburg University website (2019)

Photo credit: www.tilburguniversity.edu
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SPD RECRUITMENT IN
CAMBODIA

Recruiting
prospective
Cambodian
students

 

In June 2019, an inter-faculty delegation from Thammasat
University was sent to Phnom Penh, Cambodia to conduct
admission exams for different international programmes at TU. 
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© Office of International Affairs, Thammasat University

Aj Ilora was selected to represent the SPD progamme and was
given the challenging task of choosing two successful candidates to
be admitted in the SPD programme under the Tuition Waiver
scheme at TU.

''I was truly amazed by the maturity and talent displayed by the applicants I met. There were

seven people in total applying for the SPD programme. Although the SPD could only offer a

study place for two students, I am extremely pleased with the final selection. Despite their

young age, both Ratana and Phanna had already developed a solid understanding of social

policy and development which was clearly demonstrated both in their written exams and

interviews. I can't wait to follow their progress in the SPD programme which I can say with

confidence will be nothing short of a success story." 
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H I G H  S C H O O L  C O M P L E T I O N  A N D  G P A

Applicants must hold a completed high school

certificate or inform the intended date of

graduation upon application. Applicants should

also have a minimum of 2.8 GPA in order to be

qualified to apply.

F L U E N C Y  I N  E N G L I S H

A minimum of 6 IELTS overall band score or a

minimum 500 TU-GET score.

S P D  A D M I S S I O N
R E Q U I R E M E N T S

S T A T E M E N T  O F  P U R P O S E

Applicants must submit a statement of

purpose of a minimum of 350 words.

C O M P L E T E D

A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R M

P O R T F O L I O  R O U N D  ( F O R

D O M E S T I C  S T U D E N T S  O N L Y )

January 2020 - March 2020 

R O U N D  1

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A D M I S S I O N S

( F O R  B O T H  D O M E S T I C  A N D

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T S )

March 2020 - April 2020
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R O U N D  2

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A D M I S S I O N S

( F O R  B O T H  D O M E S T I C  A N D

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T S )

May 2020 - June 2020

R O U N D  3

Download the

application

form here:

To get more information about the application process, visit

the SPD website at www.spdtu.com



INTERNATIONAL  BA  PROGRAMME

social policy and
development
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