
 
SPD313 Socio-Political Economies of Global 

Communities  
 
 

Course Convenor: Dr Daniel McFarlane   
Email: danielmcf@gmail.com 
 
Room:   SA306  
Time:  Tuesday, 9.00 – 12.00   
  
  
Course Description and Aims  
This class aims to promote understanding of social and political aspects of economic 
dynamics and functioning as influenced by globalised forces.  It examines how economies 
are integrating and disintegrating amidst social and political changes that take place in the 
global communities  
  
Globalisation is defined, by sociologist Ronald Robertson, as “a concept refers both to the 
compression of the world and the intensification of consciousness of the world as a whole 
… both concrete global interdependence and consciousness of the global whole in the 
twentieth century”.  Globalisation intellectually and practically becomes a buzzword in the 
contemporary world which preoccupies various academic fields.  This course employs 
sociological approaches to analyse what we recognise as “globalisation”.  It starts by 
exploring some conceptual aspects of globalisation that cut across various intellectual 
disciplines.  It then examines economic aspects of globalisation, such as economic 
neoliberalism, financial deregulation, and free trade, followed by globalisation of culture, 
global communications, and the impact of globalisation on science and technologies. 
Finally, this course will analyse the role of the nation-state in the globalising epoch.   
 
 
Course Organisation   
Weekly class meetings primarily consist of a seminar lecture and discussions.  Students will 
make oral presentations and discuss the week’s reading.  In order to progressively 
participate in discussions, students are expected to familiarise themselves with reading 



materials provided in the reading lists and other materials/sources you find through the 
media or in libraries.   
   
Course Requirements  
A. Reading Requirements  
The course entails a serious commitment to the readings, both for purposes of 
understanding the lectures and for participating in class discussions.  Before coming to 
lectures, students must consult reading items from the “Core Readings”, which are essential 
core reading materials to be used widely throughout seminars.  
 
Items in the “Additional/Background Readings” are prepared to expand students’ own 
interests and for further research.  Students are also encouraged to read widely beyond the 
texts mentioned below and to use their own initiative in finding other materials.  There is 
an increasing number of internet sources that may be useful in the preparation of 
presentations and essays.  
  
B. Class Participation and Discussions  
Participation in class discussions is mandatory, and will seriously be assessed as parts of the 
final marks. In addition to participation in discussions, students are expected to participate 
in activities on the Google Classroom platform. Students will be assessed based on their 
active participation in these activities and class discussion. This assessment will count for 
20% of the final grade.   
 
C. Presentations  
Students are required to make two group presentations during the semester. These 
presentations must with the the content and concepts of the course and be of a persuasive 
style. Presentations should analyze a key issue of globalisation and engage fellow students 
in general discussions. It is expected that students apply critical thinking in the 
development of the presentation. Each presentation will count for 30% of the final grade.  
 
4. Exam 
There will be a final examination covering content from the entire course.  The exam will 
contain short essay questions and will count for 40% of the final grade.  
 
 
 

Course Schedule 
  TOPICS  DATE 
1  Introduction to Socio-Political Economies and Global Communities  15/01/2019 

2  Political Economy Introduction & Theories of Globalisation  
 

22/01/2019 

3  Historical Foundation of Globalisation and Divisions in the Global                   
Community  

29/01/2019 



4  Historical Figures in Globalisaton 
 

05/02/2019 

5    Neoliberalism and the Global Economy  12/02/2019  
 

6  Globalisation and Culture   19/02/2019  
Date to be revised   

7  Global Civil Scoiety and Social Movements  
 

26/03/2018  
 

  Midterm Exam Week  
 

No Exam 
 

8  Global Mobility and Migration  
 

12/03/2019  

9  Migration and its Challenges  
 

19/03/2019 

10  Populism and Tribalism in the Global Society   
 

26/03/2019  

11  Networked Global Community:  From Mass to Networked Society  
 

2/04/2019  

12 
 

Globalisation and Platform Societies 
  

9/04/2019 

  Songkran Week 
 

12-18/04/2019 

13  Technological Threats to Globalisation  
 

23/04/2019  

14  Global Approaches to Global Problems  
 

30/04/2019  

15  Course Review   
 

07/05/2019 

  Final Examination 
 

21/05/2019 

 
 
 
 
Week 1: Introduction to Socio-Political Economies and Global Communities 
- How is the course structured?  
- What are the expectations, standards of class participation and communication?  
- What does it mean to apply critical thinking thinking using the liminal thinking framework?  
No Readings  
 
Week 2: Political Economy Introduction & Theories of Globalisation  
- How should the class structure presentations and arguments?  
- What does it mean to study political economy?  
- How can study the study of political economy support the understanding of globalisation?  
- What is the implication of the economic system on globalisation?  
 
Readings:  



Cohn, T. (2015). Global political economy. Routledge. P. 52-124  
Fulcher, J. (2015). Capitalism: A very short introduction (Vol. 108). Oxford University Press, 
USA (copy of the summary to be provided)  
 
Week 3: Historical Foundation of Globalisation and Divisions in the Global Community   
- What are the historical underpinnings of the global community?  
- What are the roots of inequality in the global community?  
- How has global development and relations been misrepresented?  
 
Readings:  
Hickel, Jason. (2017). The Divide: A Brief Guide to Global Inequality and Its Solutions. 
William Heineman: London. P. 65-103  
 
Week 4:  Historical Figures in Globalisation 
- Who are global figures in the development of a global?  
- What the key events that have driven globalisation and how do they link together?  
 
Reading:  
Garten, J. E. (2016). From Silk to Silicon: The Story of Globalization Through Tem 
Extraordinary Lives. Amberley Publishing Limited. (Copy of summary to be provided).  
 
Week 5:  Neoliberalism and the Global Economy  
- What is neoliberalism and how did it develop?  
- How is the global economy shaped by neoliberalism?  
Readings:  
Hickel, Jason. (2017). The Divide: A Brief Guide to Global Inequality and Its Solutions. 
William Heineman: London. P. 65-103 
 
 
Week 6: Globalisation and Culture  
- How have the forces of globalisation shaped culture around the world?  
- How are global cultural artifacts given local meaning?  
- What are the forces of homogenisation and why do they tend to fail to meet their 
objectives?  
 
Readings:  
Appadurai, A. (1990). Disjuncture and difference in the global cultural economy. Theory, 
culture & society, 7(2-3), 295-310. 
Miller, D. (1998). Coca-Cola: a black sweet drink from Trinidad. Material cultures: Why some 
things matter, 169-87. 
Scott, J. C. (1998). Seeing like a state: How certain schemes to improve the human condition 
have failed. Yale University Press.  Chapter: Introduction   
 



Week 7: Global Civil Society and Social Movements  
- What are the key elements of civil society and what constitutes global civil society?  
- What are social movements and how do they have a global reach and impact?  
- How have social movements been transformed in the age of the internet and social 
media?  
 
Castells, Manuel (2011). Social Movements in the Age of the Internet. LSE Podcast.  
http://www.lse.ac.uk/lse-player?id=1266  
Calhoun, Graig (2012) Social Movements and Social Change. LSE Podcast  
http://www.lse.ac.uk/lse-player?id=1673 
Morozov, E. (2011). The net delusion: How not to liberate the world. Penguin UK. (Summary 
copy to be supplied)  
 
Week 8: Global Mobility and Migration  
What are different theoretical approaches to understanding migration?  
How do states approach migration differently? How do these different approaches produce 
tensions?  
 
Readings:  
Castles, S., & Miller, M. J. 2014. “Theories of Migration,” in The age of migration: 
International population movements in the modern world. Edited by De Haas, H., AND S. 
Castles, pp. 25–55. Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan. (copy to be shared). 
 
Week 9: Migration and its Challenges   
- How does migration empower states and the global economy?  
- How does it impact sending and receiving countries?  
- What are the political, economic and social challenges of migration?  
Readings:  
Harford, Tim (2017). Fifty Things That Made the Modern Economy. Little Brown. Chapter: 
Passports  
Collier, P. (2013). Exodus: How migration is changing our world. Oxford University Press. 
(Copy of summary to be supplied).  
 
 
Week 10:  Populism and Tribalism in the Global Society 
- What is populism and why has it emerged as a challenge to globalisation?  
- Why has political tribalism emerged and how is it driving polarisation in the global 
community?  
Readings:  
Mudde, C., & Kaltwasser, C. R. (2017). Populism: A very short introduction. Oxford 
University Press. (copy of summary to be supplied)  
Chua, A. (2018). Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate of Nations. Penguin. 
 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/lse-player?id=1266
http://www.lse.ac.uk/lse-player?id=1673


 
Week 11. Networked Global Community:  From Mass to Network Society  
- How have digital networks shaped globalisation?  
- What is the difference between mass media and networked media and how does it impact 
globalisation?  
- How does power operate in the network society?  
 
Reading:  
Castells, M. (2011). The rise of the network society (Vol. 12). John Wiley & Sons.  
Chapter 1.   
 
Week 12:   Platforms and Superstars in the Global Economy 
- What are the characteristics of platforms and the ideology behind them?  
- How are they reshaping the global economy and how do they challenge the sovernighty 
of nation-states?  
- What is meant by the term “superstar economics” and why have certain digital platforms 
emerged as modern day global superstars?  
 
Readings:  
Harford, Tim (2017). Fifty Things That Made the Modern Economy. Little Brown. Chapters:                         
Paper Money, M-Pesa  
Parker, G. G., Van Alstyne, M. W., & Choudary, S. P. (2016). Platform revolution: How                             
networked markets are transforming the economy--and how to make them work for you.                         
WW Norton & Company. Chapter 1 & 2. (Google Books)  
 
Week 13:  Technological Threats to Globalisation 
- While digital networks have driven globalisation, they are also posing new threats to 
globalisation, democracy and equality in the world. How is technology theatending 
democracy and driving ineqaulity and gobal division?   
 
Readings: 
Bartlett, J. (2018). The People Vs Tech: How the internet is killing democracy (and how we 
save it). Random House. (copy of summary to be provided).  
O'Neil, C. (2017). Weapons of math destruction: How big data increases inequality and 
threatens democracy. Broadway Books. Chapter 10 (Copy to be provided)  
Etter, Lauren (2017). What Happens When the Government Uses Facebook as a Weapon? 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2017-12-07/how-rodrigo-duterte-turned-faceb
ook-into-a-weapon-with-a-little-help-from-facebook 
 
 
Week 14: Global  Approaches to Global Challenges  
- What the different approaches to addressing global challenges?  
- How do these approaches reflect different sociopolitical values?  

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2017-12-07/how-rodrigo-duterte-turned-facebook-into-a-weapon-with-a-little-help-from-facebook
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2017-12-07/how-rodrigo-duterte-turned-facebook-into-a-weapon-with-a-little-help-from-facebook


 
Readings:  
Hickel, Jason. (2017). The Divide: A Brief Guide to Global Inequality and Its Solutions. 
William Heineman: London. P. 253-274 
Raworth, K. (2017). Doughnut economics: seven ways to think like a 21st-century 
economist. Chelsea Green Publishing. Chapter 1: Introduction (See Google Books).  
 
Week: 15: Course Review  

- No readings  
 
 
  


