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Course Description

Cross national comparisons of differences and similarities among leading welfare regimes. The format includes a focus on historical and cultural approaches to welfare provision and management and a critical assessment of social, economic, and political considerations that shape social policies and the socio-economic position of social groups.
Teaching methods

The format of the course sessions will be a mixture of lectures and student activities.  A class will include a conventional lecture on the “topic of the day” lasting about 1 and a half hour, including a break. The remaining part of the class will engage the students with the topic through a mixture of group works, including presentations, and role plays. Invited lectures are free to structure their sessions as they prefer, but they are kindly asked to include student orientated activities. Readings are assigned to course sessions.

Learning Objectives

· To induce critical thinking of the comparative dimension of welfare setting.

· To obtain a deeper understanding of welfare provisions.

· To understand economic, political and cultural determinants of welfare provision.

· To understand the need of public provision.
· To critically asses the challenges of welfare provision 

ASSESSMENT PLAN

	Midterm exam
	Covers the first 7 lectures
	2nd of October

13.00 – 16.00
	40%

	Final exam
	Covers all the main lectures in the course
	18th of December

13.00 – 16.00
	60%


COURSE POLICY 

· Punctual attendance is a requirement for all classes. Students must provide an excused absence from the lecturer for any class that they missed. An attendance sheet will be circulated when the class begins. Attendance will be taken 15 minutes into the start of a lecture (13.15).  Late return after breaks will also result in failed attendance.
· All assignments must be handed in at the designated due dates. Late assignments will only be accepted if lateness is due to ill health or other emergencies that are documented. Any reports that are more than 2 days late will not be accepted.  

· This course encourages free exchanges of ideas.  Given that many social problems are controversial, students will be voicing different opinions that they may find disagreeable. In this classroom, it is expected that students respect each other’s opinions and support mutual dialogues. 

· In order to promote a productive classroom environment, any behavior that distracts or disrupts other students and faculty is not acceptable. Such behavior includes cell phone use, surfing the internet, checking email, text messaging, listening to music, leaving early without permission, eating in class, and discourteous remarks.  There will be no tolerance for violation of these principles.  Instead, students are expected to act with mutual respect and common courtesy towards other students and lecturers.

· Any student caught committing an act of plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty will be given a fail grade for the entire course. Plagiarism is the act of stating or implying that another person's work is your own. Plagiarism can range from submitting a paper you did not write to omitting key citations. Any action in which you misleadingly claim an idea as your own when it is not could constitute plagiarism. Other forms of academic dishonesty include cheating, fabrication, denying others access to information or material, and facilitating violations of academic integrity.

· Students are asked to attend 60% of lectures before and after the Midterm exam. Students who fail to attend 60% of the lectures will not be allowed to sit in and undertake the Midterm and/or Final exam.

Course Plan
	Nr
	Date
	Title of session
	Lecturer
	References/literature

	1
	14.8
	Introduction to the course.

· Why Compare?

· use of databases
	Jesper  Kulvmann
	Nino Rode: Chapter 2, “Comparative Research between Description and Speculation: Some Pitfall of Comparative research and how to Deal with them in Ramon, S. (edt) Critical Edge Issues in Social Work and Social Policy, pp. 29-46

http://eesrassw.net/documents/Critical%20Edge%20Issues.pdf


	2
	21.8
	Development of social protection in various cultural and national settings
	Jesper Kulvmann
	Christopher Pierson,2006: Industrialism,  Modernization and  Social Democracy, pp. 9-16. in Beyond the Welfare State, the New Political Economy of Welfare, Cambridge: Polity Press (hard copy).

Aris Ananta, 2012, “Sustainable and just Social Protection in Southeast Asia”, Asean Economic Bulletin, 29:3, pp. 171-83

	3
	28.8
	Social citizenship

· Development

· Practicing

· Human rights
	Jesper Kulvmann
	T. H. Marshall (1949), “Citizenship  and Social Class, in Pierson, C. et al (eds) The welfare state Reader  (hard copy).

	4
	4.9
	Typologies

· Analysis of different types of welfare state
	Jesper Kulvmann 
	Gøsta Esping –Andersen, 2006, Three worlds of Welfare capitalism, pp. 160 -174, in Pierson, C. et al (eds) The Welfare state Reader, Cambridge: polity Press (hard copy)

	5
	11.9
	Determinants of welfare state formation
	Jesper Kulvmann 
	Christopher Pierson,2006: Industrialism,  Modernization and  Social Democracy, pp. 17-33. in Beyond the Welfare State, the New Political Economy of Welfare, Cambridge: Polity Press (hard copy)

	6
	18.9
	Confusianism
	Sastarum Thammaboosadee
	

	7
	25.9
	Political system and the making of welfare state  policy 
	Sastarum Thammaboosadee
	Mikkel Mailand,Corporatism in Denmark and Norway - yet another century of Scandinavian corporatism?


	8
	2.10
	midterm
	
	

	9
	9.10
	Class Cancelled (class attendance will be counted by 27-10 Attendance)
	9
	9.10

	10
	16.10
	Thai welfare state,

Thailand and the road to welfare state
	Sastarum Thammaboosadee


	Kam Wah Chan, 2008, “Deconstructing the Asian welfare model: Social equality matters”, Journal of Asian Public Policy, 1:3, pp 302-312 (reading I have used)

	(9)
	27.10
	International Conference on :Welfare State is Possible-Thammasat University.

Students are assigned to attend Conference. (9.30-16.30 morning or afternoon session)

1 Page Summarized Paper will be marked for attendance.

(Arrange for week 9)

S.Thammaboosadee, J.Kulvmann



	11
	30.10
	Assessment of the poor according to welfare state regime


	Jesper Kulvmann
	Christian Albrekt Larsen, 2005, “How welfare regimes influence judgement of deservingness and public support for welfare policy”, CCWS working paper no. 2006- 39.  http://www.dps.aau.dk/digitalAssets/211/211255_2006-39-how-welfare-regimes-influence-cal.pdf


	12
	6.11
	Anti-Welfare State movement and the rise of Neoliberalism
	Jesper Kulvmann
	

	13
	13.11
	Challenges to the welfare state
	Jesper Kulvmann
	Alberto Alesina, WHY DOESN’T THE US HAVE A EUROPEAN-STYLE WELFARE STATE?


	14
	20.11
	Nordic model and  contemporary debates
	Jesper Kulvmann
	Nordic Model, Nordic center of Welfare and social issue.


	15
	27.11
	revision
	Jesper Kulvmann
	

	16
	18.12
	exam
	
	


Copies of readings can be picked up a week before.
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